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The Application of the Rule of Obligation

(Al-llzam) in Medical Jurisprudence

Ali Mohaddes-Ardebili*, Sayyid Masoud Mortazavi’

Abstract

The Rule of Obligation (Qa’ida al-llzam) is one of the most significant and
widely used jurisprudential rules, cited extensively across various chapters
of Islamic law to determine and apply Sharia rulings. This rule, which has
broad applications in social jurisprudence and international relations, has
long been a subject of focus for jurists and scholars, both explicitly and im-
plicitly.

According to the requirements of the Rule of Obligation, if individuals ad-
here to a school of thought other than Shiism or a religion other than Islam,
it is permissible—under specific criteria and conditions—to hold them to
the beliefs and rulings they are committed to. The presence of diverse reli-
gions and denominations in Iran, coupled with the rapid advancement of
empirical and medical sciences, underscores the necessity of discussing the
Rule of Obligation and its application in medical jurisprudence.

The present study aims to answer the critical question: What is the applica-
tion of the Rule of Obligation in medical jurisprudence? Utilizing a descrip-
tive-analytical method based on library research, this article briefly outlines
the provisions and evidence of this rule before conducting a comparative
study of its application in medical jurisprudence. Specifically, it examines
three issues: physician liability (Dhaman), treatment using prohibited sub-
stances (Muharramat) in cases of necessity, and autopsy (Tashrih). The find-
ings of this research demonstrate the practical application of the Rule of
Obligation in these three areas from both medical-jurisprudential and judi-
cial perspectives.

Keywords: Rule of Obligation (Al-llzam), Medical Jurisprudence, Physician
Liability, Treatment with Prohibited Substances, Autopsy.
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