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The Foundations of the Human Relationship with Body Parts from the
Perspective of Islamic Jurisprudence (Shiite and Sunni)

Mahdi Esamati®
Abstract

The relationship between humans and their body parts is a subject that has
garnered significant attention from scholars and religious thinkers in recent
years. A review of the jurisprudential literature of both major Islamic
schools (Shiite and Sunni) reveals that three primary theories—Inherent
Ownership (Malikiyat), Trusteeship (Amanat), and Dominion (Saltanat)—are
the most common frameworks proposed to define this relationship.

In this article, the author attempts a jurisprudential analysis and critical
review of these theories to articulate a preferred perspective. This research
utilizes a descriptive-analytical method based on library resources. The find-
ings suggest that while the theories of Trusteeship and Inherent Ownership
exist, the concept of Dominion (Saltanat)—rooted in the "rationality of the
wise" (Bina al-Ugala)—in Shiite jurisprudence, alongside the theory of
Guardianship (Wilayah) in Sunni jurisprudence, provides the most robust
theoretical foundation for human interactions and interventions regarding
their own body parts.
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